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down and exports go up, the United States
will create 200,000 new jobs by 1995. Amer-
ican goods will enter this market at lower
tariff rates than goods made by our competi-
tors.

Mexico is a rapidly growing country with
a rapidly expanding middle class and a large
pent-up demand for goods—especially
American goods. Key U.S. companies are
poised to take advantage of this market of
90 million people. NAFTA ensures that
Mexico’s reforms will take root, and then
flower.

Moreover, NAFTA is a critical step toward
building a new post-Cold War community of
free markets and free nations throughout the
Western Hemisphere. Our neighbors—not
just in Mexico but throughout Latin Amer-
ica—are waiting to see whether the United
States will lead the way toward a more open,
hopeful, and prosperous future or will in-
stead hunker down behind protective, but
self-defeating walls. This Nation—and this
Congress—has never turned away from the
challenge of international leadership. This is
no time to start.

The North American Free Trade Agree-
ment is accompanied by supplemental agree-
ments, which will help ensure that increased
trade does not come at the cost of our work-
ers or the border environment. Never before
has a trade agreement provided for such
comprehensive arrangements to raise the liv-
ing standards of workers or to improve the
environmental quality of an entire region.
This makes NAFTA not only a stimulus for
economic growth, but a force for social good.

Finally, NAFTA will also provide strong
incentives for cooperation on illegal immigra-
tion and drug interdiction.

The implementing legislation for NAFTA
I forward to the Congress today completes
a process that has been accomplished in the
best spirit of bipartisan teamwork. NAFTA
was negotiated by two Presidents of both par-
ties and is supported by all living former
Presidents of the United States as well as by
distinguished Americans from many walks of
life—government, civil rights, and business.

They recognize what trade expanding
agreements have meant for America’s eco-
nomic greatness in the past, and what this
agreement will mean for America’s economic

and international leadership in the years to
come. The North American Free Trade
Agreement is an essential part of the eco-
nomic strategy of this country: expanding
markets abroad and providing a level playing
field for American workers to compete and
win in the global economy.

America is a Nation built on hope and re-
newal. If the Congress honors this tradition
and approves this agreement, it will help lead
our country into the new era of prosperity
and leadership that awaits us.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 3, 1993.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 4.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting NAFTA Supplemental
Agreements
November 4, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
By separate message, I have transmitted

to the Congress a bill to approve and imple-
ment the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA). In fulfillment of legal re-
quirements of our trade laws, that message
also transmitted a statement of administra-
tive action, the NAFTA itself, and certain
supporting information required by law.

Beyond the legally required documents
conveyed with that message, I want to pro-
vide you with the following important docu-
ments:

• The supplemental agreements on labor,
the environment, and import surges;

• Agreements concluded with Mexico re-
lating to citrus products and to sugar
and sweeteners;

• The border funding agreement with
Mexico;

• Letters agreeing to further negotiations
to accelerate duty reductions;

• An environmental report on the
NAFTA and side agreements;
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• A list of more technical letters related
to NAFTA that have previously been
provided to the Congress and that are
already on file with relevant congres-
sional committees.

These additional documents are not sub-
ject to formal congressional approval under
fast-track procedures. However, the addi-
tional agreements provide significant bene-
fits for the United States that will be obtained
only if the Congress approves the NAFTA.
In that sense, these additional agreements,
as well as the other documents conveyed,
warrant the careful consideration of each
Member of Congress. The documents I have
transmitted in these two messages constitute
the entire NAFTA package.

I strongly believe that the NAFTA and the
other agreements will mark a significant step
forward for our country, our economy, our
environment, and our relations with our
neighbors on this continent. I urge the Con-
gress to seize this historic opportunity by ap-
proving the legislation I have transmitted.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 4, 1993.

Exchange With Reporters in
Lexington, Kentucky
November 4, 1993

Elections and NAFTA

Q. Mr. President, isn’t it going to be a lot
tougher to get NAFTA votes from Demo-
crats after the election results?

The President: No.
Q. Why not?
The President. What in the world would

that have to do with anything?
Q. Well, Members are going to say that

you can’t get the numbers.
The President. That’s ludicrous. That’s

just a Washington story. That’s ridiculous.
What about all the mayors that walked in
with no opposition that were active in my

campaign in the primaries? That’s ridiculous.
I’m proud of the showing that those two guys
had, Florio and Dinkins. They came back
from the dead. Everybody wrote them off.
Besides that, NAFTA wasn’t an issue in any
of those races. I just think it’s ridiculous. The
only thing they need—[inaudible]—is doing
the right thing for America. And I think they
will.

The real evidence is that if people think
you’re for change you get elected, and if they
think you’re for the status quo that’s not
working, you’re—[inaudible]—and the prop-
er change this time is to support NAFTA.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 1:30
p.m. at Lexmark International, Inc. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks on NAFTA to Employees of
Lexmark International in Lexington
November 4, 1993

The President. Thank you very much. You
know, Roberta was nervous as a cat, but she
did a good job, didn’t she? Let’s give her
a hand. She did great. [Applause]

I want to thank Marvin Mann for his re-
marks and for hosting us here today; my long-
time friend and former colleague Governor
Jones for his support and his kind remarks;
your fine Congressman, Scotty Baesler, for
his support of NAFTA. And I want to thank
also—there are people here from at least four
other operations, business operations, in this
area I know of. Raise your hand if you’re
here so I’ll know whether I’ve got it right.
There are people here from Texas Instru-
ments, I think. Where are you? Over here.
From Monarch Tool and Manufacturing,
from Rand McNally, and from DataBeam.
Gosh, I can’t believe they roped you off over
here. They’re afraid you’ll pick up some trade
secrets, I think. [Laughter]

I wanted to come here to Kentucky and
to this plant and to you folks today to talk
about the North American Free Trade
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